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Essays in Psychical Research OUP Oxford

This is a compelling introduction to the life-affirming philosophy of William James. In
1895, William James, the father of American philosophy, delivered a lecture entitled
Is Life Worth Living? It was no theoretical question for James, who had contemplated
suicide during an existential crisis as a young man a quarter century earlier. Indeed,
as John Kaag writes, James's entire philosophy, from beginning to end, was geared to
save a life, his life and that's why it just might be able to save yours, too. THis is an
introduction to James's life and thought that shows why the founder of pragmatism
and empirical psychology - and an inspiration for Alcoholics Anonymous - can still
speak so directly and profoundly to anyone struggling to make a life worth living.
Kaag tells how James's experiences as one of what he called the sick-souled, those
who think that life might be meaningless, drove him to articulate an ideal of healthy-
mindedness an attitude toward life that is open, active, and hopeful, but also realistic
about its risks. In fact, all of James's pragmatism, resting on the idea that truth should
be judged by its practical consequences for our lives, is a response to, and possible
antidote for, crises of meaning that threaten to undo many of us at one time or
another. Along the way, Kaag also movingly describes how his own life has been
endlessly enriched by James. Eloquent, inspiring, and filled with insight, this may be

the smartest and most important self-help book you'll ever read.
Henry James: Novels 1901-1902 (LOA #162) Library of America

The writings of William James represent one of America's most original contributions to the history of ideas.
Ranging from philosophy and psychology to religion and politics, James composed the most engaging
formulation of American pragmatism. ‘Pragmatism’ grew out of a set of lectures and the full text is included
here along with *The Meaning of Truth', 'Psychology’, ‘'The Will to Believe’, and "Talks to Teachers on
Psychology'.

William James Harvard University Press

The definitive biography of the fascinating William James, whose life and writing put an indelible stamp
on psychology, philosophy, teaching, and religion—on modernism itself. Often cited as the “ father of
American psychology,” William James was an intellectual luminary who made significant contributions
to at least five fields: psychology, philosophy, religious studies, teaching, and literature. A member of one
of the most unusual and notable of American families, James struggled to achieve greatness amid the
brilliance of his theologian father; his brother, the novelist Henry James; and his sister, Alice James. After
studying medicine, he ultimately realized that his true interests lay in philosophy and psychology, a
choice that guided his storied career at Harvard, where he taught some of America’ s greatest minds.
But it is James’ s contributions to intellectual study that reveal the true complexity of man. In this
biography that seeks to understand James’ s life through his work—including Principles of Psychology,
The Varieties of Religious Experience, and Pragmatism—Robert D. Richardson has crafted an
exceptionally insightful work that explores the mind of a genius, resulting in “ a gripping and often
inspiring story of intellectual and spiritual adventure” (Publishers Weekly, starred review). “ A
magnificent biography.” —The Washington Post

Writings U of Nebraska Press

Philosopher and psychologist William James was the best known and most influential
American thinker of his time. The five books and nineteen essays collected in this
Library of America volume represent all his major work from 1902 until his death in
1910. Most were originally written as lectures addressed to general audiences as well
as philosophers and were received with great enthusiasm. His writing is clear, energetic,
and unpretentious, and is marked by the devotion to literary excellence he shared with
his brother, Henry James. In these works William James champions the value of
individual experience with an eloquence and enthusiasm that has placed him alongside
Emerson and Whitman as a classic exponent of American democratic culture. In The
Varieties of Religious Experience (1902) James explores “the very inner citadel of
human life” by focusing on intensely religious individuals of different cultures and eras.
With insight, compassion, and open-mindedness, he examines and assesses their
beliefs, seeking to measure religion’s value by its contributions to individual human
lives. In Pragmatism (1907) James suggests that the conflicting metaphysical positions
of “tender-minded” rationalism and “tough-minded” empiricism be judged by examining
their actual consequences. Philosophy, James argues, should free itself from
unexamined principles and closed systems and confront reality with complete openness.
In A Pluralistic Universe (1909) James rejects the concept of the absolute and calls on
philosophers to respond to “the real concrete sensible flux of life.” Through his
discussion of Kant, Hegel, Henri Bergson, and religion, James explores a universe
viewed not as an abstract “block” but as a rich “manyness-in-oneness,” full of
independent yet connected events. The Meaning of Truth (1909) is a polemical
collection of essays asserting that ideas are made true not by inherent qualities but by
events. James delights in intellectual combat, stating his positions with vigor while
remaining open to opposing ideas. Some Problems of Philosophy (1910) was intended
by James to serve both as a historical overview of metaphysics and as a systematic
statement of his philosophical beliefs. Though unfinished at his death, it fully
demonstrates the psychological insight and literary vividness James brought to
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philosophy. Among the essays included are the anti-imperialist “Address on the
Philippine Question,” “On Some Mental Effects of the Earthquake,” a candid personal
account of the 1906 California disaster, and “The Moral Equivalent of War,” a call for the
redirection of martial energies to peaceful ends, as well as essays on Emerson, the role
of university in intellectual life, and psychic research. LIBRARY OF AMERICA is an
independent nonprofit cultural organization founded in 1979 to preserve our nation’s
literary heritage by publishing, and keeping permanently in print, America’s best and
most significant writing. The Library of America series includes more than 300 volumes
to date, authoritative editions that average 1,000 pages in length, feature cloth covers,
sewn bindings, and ribbon markers, and are printed on premium acid-free paper that will
last for centuries.

The Varieties of Religious Experience Random House

Essaysin Religion and Morality brings together a dozen papers of varying length to these two
themes so crucial to the life and thought of William James. Reflections on the two subjects
permeate, first, James's presentation of hisfather's Literary Remains; second, his writings on
human immortality and the relation between reason and faith; third, his two memorial pieces, one
on Robert Gould Shaw and the other on Emerson; fourth, his consideration of the energies and
powers of human life; and last, his writings on the possibilities of peace, especially asfound in
his famous essay "The Moral Equivalent of War." These speeches and essays were written over a
period of twenty-four years. The fact that James did not collect and publish them himself in a
single volume does not reflect on their intrinsic worth or on their importance in James's
philosophical work, since they include some of the best known and most influential of his
writings. All the essays, throughout their varied subject matter, are consistently and
characteristically Jamesian in the freshness of their attack on the problems and failings of
humankind and in their steady faith in human powers.

Cosimo, Inc.

This magisterial book isthe first comprehensive interpretive and critical study of one of America's foremost

philosophers and psychologists. Gerald Myers traces James's life and career and then uses this fresh biographical
information to illuminate hiswritings and ideas.

Essaysin Radical Empiricism Frederic C. Beil Publisher

Standing at the crossroads of psychology and religion, this catalyzing work applied the scientific
method to afield abounding in abstract theory. William James believed that individual religious
experiences, rather than the precepts of organized religions, were the backbone of the world's
religious life. His discussions of conversion, repentance, mysticism and saintliness, and his
observations on actual, personal religious experiences - al support thisthesis. In hisintroduction,
Martin E. Marty discusses how James's pluralistic view of religion led to his remarkable
tolerance of extreme forms of religious behaviour, his challenging, highly original theories, and
his welcome lack of pretension in all of his observations on the individual and the divine.
William and Henry James Read Books Ltd

William James (1842-1910) was one of the most original and influential American thinkers of the late
19th and early 20th centuries. As a professor at Harvard University he published many works that had a
wide-ranging impact on both psychology and philosophy. His Principles of Psychology was the most
important English-language work on the mind since Locke’s Essay Concerning Human Understanding.
His Varieties of Religious Experience practically inaugurated the field of psychology of religion, and it
also remains amajor inspiration for philosophy of religion. Perhaps most importantly, James publicized
the movement of pragmatism and supplied much of its powerful momentum. This book covers the
primary topics for which James is still closely studied: the nature of experience; the functions of the
mind; the criteriafor knowledge; the definition of “truth”; the ethical life; and the religious life. His
notable terms, still resonating in their respective fields, are al here, from the "stream of consciousness'
and "pure experience" to the "will to believe," the "cash-value of truth," and the distinction between the
religiously "healthy soul” and the "sick soul." Thisvolume's eighteen selections receive the bulk of the
attention and citation from scholars, provide excellent coverage of core topics, and have a broad appeal
across many academic disciplines. This well-organized compilation of James'simportant writings offers
an exciting and fascinating tour for both the casual reader and the dedicated student interested in
philosophy, psychology, religious studies, American studies, or any related field.

Wkitings 1902-1910 State University of New York Press

James's notion of sciousness or ‘pure experience' is akin to Zen tathata (suchness). Japan's
renowned philosopher Kitaro Nishida, in fact, used James's concept to explain tathata to the
Japanese themselves. Asthis collection of essays makes clear, Western practioners of Zen and
other nondual practices need not be spiritual vagabonds. We need, rather, to claim our
inheritance from the ‘father of American psychology.'

Psychology Harvard University Press

Ultimately, Y oung William James Thinking reveals how James provided a humane vision well
suited to our pluralist age.

Principal Writings on Religion Princeton University Press

Discusses how William James' s work suggests a world without will, self, or time and how research supports this
perspective. A Seminary Co-op Notable Book of 2016 William James is often considered a scientist
compromised by his advocacy of mysticism and parapsychology. Jonathan Bricklin argues James can also be
viewed as a mystic compromised by his commitment to common sense. James wanted to believein will, self, and
time, but his deepest insights suggested otherwise. “Is consciousness aready there waiting to be uncovered and is
it averidical revelation of reality?’ James asked shortly before his death in 1910. A century after his death,
research from neuroscience, physics, psychology, and parapsychology is making the case, both theoretically and
experimentally, that answers James' s question in the affirmative. By separating what James passionately wanted
to believe, based on common sense, from what his insights and researches led him to believe, Bricklin shows how
James himself laid the groundwork for this more challenging view of existence. The non-reality of will, self, and
time is consistent with James's psychology of volition, his epistemology of self, and his belief that Newtonian,
objective, even-flowing time does not exist. Jonathan Bricklin is a Program Director at the New Y ork Open
Center and the editor of Sciousness.
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Writings 1902-1910 Yale University Press

This Library of Americavolume brings together one of Henry James’'s most unusual experiments and
one of his most beloved masterpieces Writing to his friend William Dean Howells, Henry James
characterized his experimental novel, The Sacred Fount, as the only one of hisnovelsto be told in the
first person, as“afine flight into the high fantastic.” While traveling to the country house of Newmarch
for aweekend party, the nameless narrator becomes obsessed with the idea that a person may become
younger or cleverer by tapping the “sacred fount” of another person. Convinced that Grace Brissenden
has become younger by drawing upon her husband, Guy, the narrator seeks to discover the source of the
newfound wit of Gilbert Long, previoudly “afine piece of human furniture.” His perplexing and
ambiguous quest, and the varying reactions it provokes from the other guests, calls into question the
imaginative inquiry central to James's art of the novel. James described the essential idea of The Wings
of the Dove as “ayoung person conscious of a great capacity for life, but early stricken and doomed,
condemned to die under short respite, while also enamoured of the world.” The heroine, awealthy
young American heiress, Milly Theale (inspired by James' s beloved cousin Minny Temple), is slowly
drawn into atrap set for her by the English adventuress Kate Croy and her lover, the journalist Morton
Densher. The unexpected outcome of their mercenary scheme provides the resolution to atragic story of
love and betrayal, innocence and experience that has long been acknowledged as one of James's
supreme achievements as a novelist. This volume prints the New Y ork Edition text of The Wings of the
Dove, and includes the illuminating preface James wrote for that edition. LIBRARY OF AMERICA is
an independent nonprofit cultural organization founded in 1979 to preserve our nation’ s literary heritage
by publishing, and keeping permanently in print, America s best and most significant writing. The
Library of America seriesincludes more than 300 volumes to date, authoritative editions that average
1,000 pages in length, feature cloth covers, sewn bindings, and ribbon markers, and are printed on
premium acid-free paper that will last for centuries.

Are We Automata? University of Virginia Press

Why is real-world experience vital to a mature appreciation of any philosophical system? Why isthe
search for objective truth atrickier proposition than it seems at first glance? American psychologist and
philosopher WILLIAM JAMES (18421910), brother of novelist Henry James, was a groundbreaking
researcher at Harvard University, author of such works as Principles of Psychology (1890) and The
Varieties of Religious Experience: A Study in Human Nature (1902), and one of the most influential
academics of the late 19th and early 20th centuries. Here, in a series of essays first published in book
form in 1909, and considered a sequel to his series of lectures collected in Pragmatism (also available
from Cosimo), James explores these questions as he discusses: [ the function of cognition [ humanism
and truth [ the relation between knower and known [ the essence of humanism [ the meaning of the word
truth [ the absolute and strenuous life [ and more.

William James: Writings 1902-1910 (L OA #38) Eirini Press

Before concluding that the Good News brings the good life ("The really religious person is... unshakable
and full of equanimity, and calmly ready for any duty that the day may bring forth"), William James -- in
his classic self-help treatise -- begins with principles of psychology and with tips for improving the mind-
body connection. The American "bottled-lightning" approach to life from his day (prefiguring our own
overly busy lives now, a century later) finds a cure through various means, from athletics to religion.
James points to the ultimate means of testing the route to a quiet demeanor: "the sovereign cure for
worry isreligious faith." The multifaceted and sometimes paradoxical advice is still valid today in the
search for inner peace.

A Pluralistic Universe The Floating Press

Thisrare book contains atext written as part of an initiative by The Executive Committee of the
Association for International Conciliation in an attempt to arouse in the interest of the American people
in the progress of the movement for promoting international peace and good fellowship between nations.
This fascinating treatise details the reasons for war in general and proposes the possible resources for the
prevention thereof in the modern world, eloguently written by the great William James. A fascinating
paper sure to appeal to collectors and enthusiast of antiquarian political literature, this scarce text has
been elected for republication because of its historical importance, proudly republished now with anew
introductory biography of the author. William James (1842 —1910) was an American philosopher and
psychologist, widely hailed as one of the leading 19th century thinkers and philosophers the United
States has ever produced. This book was originally published in 1910.

Sick Souls, Healthy Minds Sheba Blake Publishing Corporation

The more than 50 articles, essays, and reviews collected here for the first time were published by
James over a span of some 25 years. The record of a sustained interest in phenomena of a highly
controversial nature, they make it amply clear that James's work in psychical research was not an
eccentric hobby but a serious and sympathetic concern.

Essaysin Religion and Morality Penguin

Brother of novelist Henry James, William James held views embodied in the tendency to subordinate
logical proof to intuitive conviction. He was a vigorous antagonist of the idealistic school of Kant and
Hegel, and an empiricist who made empiricism more radical by treating pure experience as the very
substance of the world. Taking writings from The Principles of Psychology, Essaysin Radical
Empiricism and The Meaning of Truth amongst other publications, this edition offers a comprehensive
selection of James's writings.

The Energies of Men HMH

'By their fruits ye shall know them, not by their roots.' The Varieties of Religious Experience
(1902) is William James's classic survey of religious belief in its most personal, and often its
most heterodox, aspects. Asking questions such as how we define evil to ourselves, the
difference between a healthy and a divided mind, the value of saintly behaviour, and what
animates and characterizes the mental landscape of sudden conversion, James's masterpiece
stands at a unique moment in the relationship between belief and culture. Faith in institutional
religion and dogmatic theology was fading away, and the search for an authentic religion rooted
in personality and subjectivity was a project conducted as an urgent necessity. With
psychological insight, philosophical rigour, and a determination not to jump to the conclusion
that in tracing religion's mental causes we necessarily diminish itstruth or value, in the Varieties
James wrote a truly foundational text for modern belief. Matthew Bradley's wide-ranging new
edition examines the ideas that continue to fuel modern debates on atheism and faith. ABOUT
THE SERIES: For over 100 years Oxford World's Classics has made available the widest range
of literature from around the globe. Each affordable volume reflects Oxford's commitment to
scholarship, providing the most accurate text plus a wealth of other valuable features, including
expert introductions by leading authorities, helpful notes to clarify the text, up-to-date
bibliographies for further study, and much more.

Pragmatism and Other Writings JHU Press

"A milestonein religious thought. . . . James combines a positive approach to religion with a non-
dogmatic and thoroughly empirical approach to the religious life. The combination is not only rare but
creative." -Reinhold Niebuhr Philosopher and psychologist William James championed the value of
individual experience with an eloquence and zeal that placed him beside Emerson and Whitman as a
classic exponent of American democratic culture. In The Varieties of Religious Experience he takes on
“the very inner citadel of human life" by focusing on intensely religious individuals from different
cultures and eras, in order to explore from within how religion enriches human lives. For amost thirty
years, The Library of America has presented America's best and most significant writing in acclaimed
hardcover editions. Now, anew series, Library of America Paperback Classics, offers attractive and
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affordable books that bring The Library of America's authoritative texts within easy reach of every reader.
Each book features an introductory essay by one of aleading writer, as well as a detailed chronology of
the author's life and career, an essay on the choice and history of the text, and notes. The contents of this
Paperback Classic are drawn from William James: Writings 1902-1910, volume number 38 in the
Library of America series. That volume isjoined in the series by a companion volume, number 58,
William James. Writings 1878-1899.

Young William James Thinking Library of America

As neoliberal capitalism destroys democracy, commonwealth, and planetary ecology, the need for
radically rethinking and generating transformative responses to these catastrophes is greater than ever.
Given that, Romand Coles presents an invigorating new mode of scholarship and political practice he
calls "visionary pragmatism.” Coles explores the profound interrel ationships among everyday
micropractices of grassroots politics and pedagogy, institutional transformation, and political protest
through polyfocal lenses of political and social theory, neuroscience research, complex systems theory,
and narratives of his cutting-edge action research. Visionary Pragmatism offers a theory of revolutionary
cooptation that, in part, selectively employs practices and strategies of the dominant order to radically
ater the coordinates of power and possibility. Underscoring the potential, vitality, and power of
emerging democratic practices to change the world, Visionary Pragmatism's simultaneous theoretical
rigor and grounding in actual political and ecological practices provokes and inspires new ways of
cocreating knowledge and action in dark times.
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